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The University at Buffalo 
as an Anchor Institution 

Addressing Urgent Social 
and Economic Problems 

Lessons Learned 

Parts of the Presentation 



U.B. is not only the 

flagship of SUNY, 

but also it is an 

anchor institution. 



Town 

Gown 



55% Population Loss since 1950. 

 

30% Poverty Rate… 

 

40% Male Jobless Rate… 

 



UB 2020 

The building of a stronger UB is a 

means of creating more vibrant 

communities, providing more 

opportunities for young people  and 

revitalizing downtown Buffalo. 



 UB in the House… 



Training Prior to Conducting Surveys 





Building Support for 

the Sale of 

McCarley Gardens 



The Affordable Housing 

Clinic in Action… 



Connecting Schooling to Neighborhood 
Development 





The CAO-UB  Community Wellness and 

Neighborhood Development Center 



Community Meeting with St. Johns 



Lessons Learned 

• Anchor Institutions are Key to Revitalizing 

Central Cities and Distressed Neighborhoods 

 

• They Will not Automatically Unite and Address 

Urban Problems  

 

• A Member of this Genre must Step Forward to 

Galvanize and Strategically Focus Other Anchors. 

 

• Universities are the most likely to play this role. 

 

• HUD Should Encourage them to do this 

 

 



Thank You! 


